
2018-11-09_Inconsistency in xfce4-mime-settings
This bug report pertains to Xubuntu 16.04.3 LTS. My current kernel is 4.4.0-116-generic x86_64.

Discussing of some LibreOffice (LO) flaws and possible improvements, I was asked if those prob-
lems also apply to current LO 6.1. Therefore I installed LO 6.1 in parallel to LO 5.1.

When experimenting with some features probably only known to few users (including myself until I 
somebody proposed them to automatically number pictures in my document and consistently refer 
to the picture numbers even after parts of the document have been rearranged or modified), I 
found some more things to be improved in LO Writer. Therefore I decided to use LibreOffice 6.1 
instead of LO 5.1 by default when working on LO files. 

In order to do so, I used xfce4-mime-settings. ‒ Unfortunately I have no idea, if the problem 

described below also exists in Xubuntu 18.04, but I am using other programs for my daily work 
which are known to run very well under Ubuntu 16.04 but which are not really tested under Ubuntu 
18.xx and I do not want to add complexity to my work.

For a few MIME types, e.g. for application/vnd-ms-word, xfce4-mime-settings did not offer 

LO Writer 6.1 to be associated with this type of file:

like for the others, as can be seen in the example. After a double click, in most cases LO 6.1 Writer 
was offered right away:

In the case of application/vnd-ms-word and some more, this was not the case. In a few of 

these cases, I could choose Anwendungen auswählen (select application) and select LO 6.1 
Writer, LO 6.1 Calc etc. But in this special case that did not work because LO 6.1 Writer was not 
offered:
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like in this one:

By accident I happened to associate the file browser with one of these MIME types. After I realized 
my error I wanted to switch it back to LO 5.1 but to my great and happy surprise, LO 6.1 Writer was 

offered at that moment ‒ wich gives us an workaround for the inconsistency xfce4-mime-set-

tings not offering LO 6.1 for some of the MIME types.

So I could tell you about a problem and about a work around. However, the root case of this incon-
sistency should be fixed (which is beyond my knowledge).
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