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Research questions
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1 Where does the extra
working time come from ?

2 General picture of female
time use

3 How does non-parental
childcare interact with
timeuse ?
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Data (and its limitations)

TBO in 1980,85,90,95 and 2000. 14453 people aged 12+.

Only one in a family !

diary + background information.

Wealth and income information missing. Education available.

No ”with whom” info. Very little ”secondary activity” info.

. . . but observed in 7 days.

Therefore no structural model
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Regression results

1 Personal needs

Year effects: Every five years an hour less of personal care for
working people.
Negative effects of many and/or small children (ca 1.5 hour)

2 Housework time

Small children lead to less housework
More children lead to more housework
Education leads to much less housework. No year effects.
Men have a positive time trend, negative effect of more
children. No effect of education.

3 Free time

-1.5h per kid. -5h for small kids. -2h for 4-12yo.
Men’s free time decreased when their spouses worked in the
80’s. Higher education leads to less free time. Negative effect
of small children. Negative trend.
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Restructuring timeuse - Childcare by parents

Distribution of parental childcare over week
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Conclusions

Female labour supply is mainly compensated by housework
and free time

. . . but still work has a negative effect on time spent actively
with children

. . . and this negative effect has intensified over time

Nonparental childcare correlates positively only with formal
labour. Other activities are supressed.
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