Can you see this? Yes you can.
That's a fill-color with high alpha component

Can you see this? No you can't.
That's a fill-color with NO alpha component but
opacity applied to the object.

Can you see this? Yes you can.
That's a fill-color with NO alpha component but
opacity applied to the object. Blur = 0;

-> blur+opacity has overly increased opacity in pdf-export

blur+opacity on a box; import into Gimp, highly compress with color kurve knee
and notice the colorful stripes at the edge of the box. This can be seen without
the compression on light colors on printouts as well and looks pretty ugly.

A box with another blurred box used as a mask. Notice how little of the blur
can be seen in the resulting pdf.




